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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Padmanabhan et aL, US Pub. No. US 2004/0107300 A1. 

4. In re claim 1 , Padmanabhan et al. shows a method for performing multiple path 
input/output [fig 4], the method comprising: 

configuring a path control module [290, 310, 280 in fig 4; paragraph 0022, lines 
7-10] for a device [330 in fig 4] with a set of primary paths [paragraph 0094] for the 
device; 

configuring the path control module [290, 310, 280 in fig 4; paragraph 0022, lines 
7-13] with a set of standby paths [272, 274, 276 in fig 4] for the device; and 

issuing transactions [paragraph 0022, lines 9-10] to device using the set of 
primary paths. 

5. In re claim 2, Padmanabhan et al. shows determining a first path within the set of 
primary paths [paragraphs 0099, and 0112]; 

issuing a transaction to the device using the first path [paragraph 01 12]; and 
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responsive the transaction failing, failing over to the set of standby paths 
[paragraph 0118, lines 3-5]. 

6. In re claim 3, Padmanabhan et al. shows determining a second path within the 
set of standby paths [paragraph 0118, lines 3-5; paragraphs 0121 and 0122]; and 

issuing the transaction to the device using the second path [paragraph 0122]. 

7. In re claim 4, Padmanabhan et al. inherently shows marking the first path as 
down inactive since Padmanabhan et al. shows information about an available path to 
the vHCL [paragraph 0160]. 

8. In re claim 5, Padmanabhan et al. shows responsive to the first path being 
restored, failing back the set of primary paths [paragraph 0146]. 

9. In re claim 6, Padmanabhan et al. shows first path is determined using round 
robin approach [paragraph 0151, lines 3-4]. 

10. In re claim 7, Padmanabhan et al. shows determining first path within the set 
primary paths [paragraphs 0099, and 0112]; 

issuing transaction to the device using the first path [paragraph 0112]; 

responsive the transaction failing, determining a second path within the set of 
standby paths [paragraph 0118, lines 3-5]; and 

issuing the transaction to the device using the second path [paragraph 01 18, 
lines 3-5]. 
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11. In re claim 8, Padmanabhan et al. inherently shows marking the first path as 
down inactive since Padmanabhan et al. shows information about an available path to 
the vHCL [paragraph 01 60]. 

12. In re claim 9, Padmanabhan et al. shows responsive to the first path being 
restored, adding the first path back the set of primary paths and adding second path 
back to the set of standby paths [paragraph 0146]. 

13. In re claim 10, Padmanabhan et al. shows first path is determined using round 
robin approach [paragraph 0151, lines 3-4]. 

14. In re claim 1 1 , Padmanabhan et al. shows the device is a first device and the 
path control module is first path control module [209 in fig 4], the method further 
comprising: 

configuring a second path control module [300 in fig 4] for the second device set 
of primary paths for the second device, wherein the set of primary paths for the second 
device is set standby paths for the first device [paragraph 0149]; and 

configuring the path control module with the set standby paths for the second 
device, wherein the set of standby paths for the second device is the set of primary 
paths for the first device [paragraph 0149], 

15. In re claim 12, Padmanabhan et al. shows an apparatus for performing multiple 
path input/output [fig 4], the apparatus comprising: 

a path control module [290, 310, 280 in fig 4; paragraph 0022, lines 7-10] for a 
device [330 in fig 4], wherein the path control module is configured with a set of primary 
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paths [paragraph 0094] for the device and a set of standby paths [272, 274, 276 in fig 4] 
for the device; and 

a device driver [230, 260, fig 3] for the device, wherein the device driver issues 
transactions to the device using paths selected from the set of primary paths [paragraph 
0022, lines 9-10]. 

16. In re claim 13, Padmanabhan et al. shows the path control module receives a 
transaction request [paragraph 0022, lines 9-10] from the device driver and determines 
a first path within the set of primary paths [paragraph 0094]; 

wherein the device driver issues a transaction to the device using the first path 
[paragraph 0112]; and 

wherein the path control module fails over to the set of standby paths responsive 
to the transaction failing [paragraph 01 18, lines 3-5]. 

17. In re claim 14, Padmanabhan et al. shows the path control module determines a 
second path within the set of standby paths [paragraph 272, 274, 276 in fig 4] and 
wherein the device driver issues the transaction to the device using the second path 
[paragraph 0118, lines 3-5]. 

18. In re claim 15, Padmanabhan et al. shows the path control module fails back the 
set of primary paths responsive to the first path being restored [paragraph 0146]. 

19. In re claim 16, Padmanabhan et al. shows the path control module determines 
first path within the set of primary paths [paragraph 0022, lines 7-10]; 
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wherein the device driver issues a transaction the device using first path 
[paragraph 0022, lines 9-10]; 

wherein the path control module determines a second path within set of standby 
paths responsive to the transaction failing [paragraph 0022, lines 7-13]; and 

wherein the device driver issues the transaction to the device using the second 
path [paragraph 01 18, lines 3-5]. 

20. In re claim 17, Padmanabhan et al. shows the path control modules adds first 
path back to the primary paths and adds the second path back the set of standby paths 
responsive the first path being restored [paragraph 0146]. 

21. In re claim 18, Padmanabhan et al. shows a computer program product 
[paragraph 0046, line 1], in a computer readable medium [paragraph 0046, lines 1-3], 
for performing multiple path input/output [fig 4], the computer program product 
comprising: 

instructions for configuring a path control module device [290, 310, 280 in fig 4; 
paragraph 0022, lines 7-10] with set of primary paths for the device [paragraph 0094]; 

instructions for configuring the path control module with a set of standby paths for 
the device [272, 274, 276 in fig 4]; and 

instructions for issuing transactions to the device using paths selected from the 
set of primary paths [paragraph 0022, lines 9-10]. 

22. In re claim 19, Padmanabhan et al. shows instructions for determining a first path 
within the set of primary paths [paragraphs 0099, and 01 12]; 
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instructions for issuing a transaction to the device using first path [paragraph 
0112]; and 

instructions, responsive to the transaction failing, failing over set of standby paths 
[paragraph 01 1 8, lines 3-5]. 

23. In re claim 20, Padmanabhan et al. shows instructions for determining a first path 
within the set of primary paths [paragraphs 0099, and 01 12]; 

instructions for issuing a transaction to the device using the first path [paragraph 

0112]; 

instructions, responsive to the transaction failing, for determining a second path 
within the set of standby paths [paragraph 01 18, lines 3-5]; and 

- instructions for issuing the transaction to the device using second path 
[paragraph 0022. lines 7-13]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Further references of interest are cited on Form PLO-892, which 
is attachment to this office action. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

The centralized fax number is 703 872-9306. 

The centralized hand carry paper drop off location is: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
201 1 South Clark Place 
Customer Window 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1 B03 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the central telephone number (571) 272-2100. 

Direct any inquiries concerning drawing review to the Drawing Review Branch 
(703) 305-8404. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harold Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-4148. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




SUPERVISORY P:*fc*?T EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




Patent Examiner 
March 18,2005/HK 



